Annual Report for Sherborn Fire Rescue Department
It was another busy year for our department as we responded to 461 calls for emergency services. This represents a decrease of 21%. This decrease can be attributed to four factors: 1) The mild winter we experienced from Jan. – March; 2) A significant reduction in the number of brush fires due to periodic rains; 3) A decrease in mutual aid calls for our ambulance to the town of Natick; 4) A decrease in calls associated with the terrorist threats we experienced in 2001.  
We had 202 fire responses, and 259 EMS calls. The department responded to an average of 1.3 calls per day, and has responded to as many as 10 calls in a single day. We had a total of 6 structure fires. Three of which were significant in size and the department did an excellent job in extinguishing the fires while minimizing the loss of property. This is a direct result of our commitment to training.   
The EMT – Intermediate program started this fall, and it will continue through April 2003. This will add 6 more EMT – Intermediates, bringing the total number to 9. These EMT – Intermediates and the 7 Paramedics on the department allow us to operate our ambulance at an Advanced Life Support (ALS) level. This allows us to initiate I.V. treatment and start endotracheaul tubes which differentiates us from many other call departments.   

We have expanded the scope of services that we provide by creating a specialized dive team. The team members have been working diligently to develop Standard Operating Procedures and have been focusing on training. In the future we look to purchase the necessary equipment for the dive team and increase the number of team members. 

We were awarded a $24,318 grant from the “2002 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program” which was sponsored by FEMA and the United States Fire administration. This was a competitive grant process and only 25% of the applicants received grant money. These funds will be used to purchase and equip a basic hazmat - special operations trailer.  This will allow us to have the appropriate equipment to handle basic spill containment and hazmat operations which will help us protect our groundwater supply. 
We also recently completed the total rehabilitation of Engine 5, an existing brush truck, into a multi-purpose brush and utility truck. This was accomplished through many hours of donated labor and proceeds from the sales of outdated fire equipment and contributions from the Sherborn Fire and Rescue Association.  

In addition, we are working on the rehabilitation of a 5-ton military vehicle that was given to the town as part of a federal surplus program. This vehicle will be converted into a large off-road brush truck, and it will greatly enhance our ability to fight brush fires. 

I would like to thank all members for all of their hard work this year and all other town personnel who we work with each day for their cooperation over the last year. We also thank the citizens of Sherborn for their support and confidence. Lastly, we would like to thank John Burke for his contributions to the town as the past Fire Chief.




Respectfully submitted, 





Neil W. McPherson, Fire Chief
Sherborn Fire Rescue Department
2002 Statistics
Total calls for emergency Services

461
Fire responses



202
EMS responses



259
Structural fires




    6
Vehicle fires




    2
Natural Vegetation



   11
Explosions




    1
Rescue/extrications



   12 
Hazardous Materials/ conditions

   18
False alarms/ system Malfunction  
               65
Total inspections



 139
Mutual Aid received



   14
Mutual Aid given



   56
